THE HANSA  LOSES ITS  COLONIES.

plaining of the expenses entailed by this thoughtless
war, and by alleging that more advantage might be
obtained by diplomacy. In the end Liibeck had to
bend to the common sentiment.

Imperial diplomacy was put into motion, resulting
in a congress held at Stettin, in December, 1570, in
which a reconciliation was brought about between
Denmark, Liibeck, and King John of Sweden; and of
which the conditions were, that the Hansa might
trade with certain Russian cities ; " so long as the
emperor permitted it; " Sweden was also bound over
to pay some of the outstanding debts which Gustavus
Vasa had contracted with Liibeck.

King John assented, but no sooner did he feel him-
self firmly seated on his throne than he too forgot all
his treaty promises, and once more demanded that all
Hanseatic commerce with Russia should cease. He
defiantly styled himself " Lord of the Baltic," assign-
ing as his claim to this title the fact that to the
Swedish crown had passed the heritage of the Hansa,
both on the seas and in the Livonian colonies.

An Imperial Diet assembled at Speyer shortly
afterwards and discussed these new complications,
and professed great anxiety for the welfare of those
deluded subjects of the empire, the Hanseatics. It
also made sympathetic reference to the fate of
Livonia, and made no secret of its embarrassment and
annoyance at seeing now the Muscovite, now the
Pole, now the Swede in possession of the Baltic.

But the anxiety and the sympathy did not go
beyond words. The Hansa was weary ; the empire
was impotent to aid. It is true that Sweden had